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One of our 
digital signs 
What do I do  
with these signs 
??? 
Do you know the dimensions 
of the screen you're creating 
content for? 
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Common Aspect Ratios 
Widescreen TVs Old TVs and Monitors 
Common Resolutions 
16:9 image on a 4:3 screen: 
16:9 image on a 4:3 screen: 
4:3 image on a 16:9 screen: 
4:3 image on a 16:9 screen: 

You need high-quality 
images for a screen that big! 
Small image, large screen: 
Rawr! 
Picture blurry or  
eyes messed up? 
Small image  
blown up  
to fit screen: 
Much better! 
Image source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/swiv/2696231013/ 
Large image: 
Where to find images? 
Flickr Creative Commons 
Google Image Search > limit to images labeled for reuse 
How much text is too much? 
Too much text! 
Better! 
Interesting image and just the most important information: 
How much time should I 
allow for people to read all 
that text? 
• Somewhere from 6-12 seconds 
• Time yourself reading the slide slowly 
to get an idea how long it takes 
No hard and fast rule! 
Display for 6-8 seconds 
Display for 10-12 seconds 
Encouraging community 
content creation can save 
your sanity! 
* 
Get content from others  
in your organization! 


But make sure they know your rules! 
Sometimes you just want to do something fun! 
Laurel Eby 
Web Services Librarian 
San José State University 
Laurel.Eby@sjsu.edu 
library.sjsu.edu 
@jausel 
